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TO THE MARAT HA PEOPLE 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

Tin; kind reception given Lo crur History cf Ik* Maralka People 
has fi 1 1 to the publication of a second ediiirm. li has been decided 
to iusue Lt in one volume only. At the time Ibnl J wrote the History, 
ii was impossible for me lo complete it rapidly; so for convenience" 
sake, it was issued in, three volumes, that appeared nt intervals. Nyw 
that iho work is complete, it is belter to produce it in a single volume, 

Since the appearance of the third volume, my old anti greatly 
valued friend and fallow worker, Ihu late Run Bahadur I >, B. ParasnLs,, 
has passed awav to i he greal sorrow of oil who knew him- My own 
grief was profound. For twelve years wc had been uPo*e[y associated 
in the creation of this, work; anti during that lime our .friciidstiip was 
itfcver clouded for a single instant. He was a inan nT is-.nsl exceptional 
gifts. Ells knowledge of Indian history was unrivalled. He could 
write English, as hls publications prove, with dignity and force.; 
He wrote Marathi in a style ornate and spLendld. Ho spoke English 
fluently, although we generally spoke- Marathi In the course of our 
cm di nary conversation. His family had for many general ions held 
office under the Msiharajfis of SfllAr.s and he had the exquisite courtesy 
of a well-horn Indian. Hu w a!* at once an erudite scholar, a courtly 
gentleman and a per-feol friend. His death was a deep loss to learning, 
bet to those who knew him, ns I did, his death was apt irreparable 
blow. His patience was ineshaustihle, his Lemper unruffled and hia 
kindly humpur unfailing. Happily a memorial of his great work 
survives, and the rat-asms museum at Salary will long keep alive the 
mummy id ruse of the most charming of mris. 

I must ajpdn es press my obligation to t It - many persona who 
have given me their valuable assistance--. In an appendix I have given 
a list of the principal aulhorilics consulted hy me. [ must, however, 
specially mention the Jfrycuttf of Mr. Said$?ai. ft is a piiecicss mine 
of information ; but it is not only to ihe book tliai I mus^t acknowledge 
my indebtedness- llefon? iiv publication Mr. Snrdcsni was always 
j-uatlv io place his prOof'sliccI * al mv disposal. I need hardly say that 
such generosity is very rare. 

My most grateful ihnnks Eire dye to the Government of H. H. the 
Maharaja of BarPda, -he- Cmverumem of RoThapur, and to the Chiefs 
of Aunrtl i , Bhyr, Mira] (senior) and particularly so the Chief of Sangli 
for their gienenjus support, 

I bare also to I hank I he Chief of Iyhatkaranji, Mr, Dhayagadc 
and M r. Mabablsshwarknr. of ihe fhvmha\ Educational Department for 
Uteir nssi^tance in collecting materials* 

L astir. J have to I hank Mr- C- N. Seddon, I.G.S. , for his 
Ir-inslatiniis of IVr&ian letlers, a lask which hi* profound knowledge; 
of the l N i rtiftQ language rendered Iiiili, t-rui nevuSy compel eot th.i perform. 



C. A. K, 
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CHAPTER I 

THE REST OF THE BHOKLES 

:UD| UtOR TO LR^7 

The oF l he Martha people dotes from very ancient nmes. 

Aj iar buck as 2^1 F tM ■ ihe greal emperor AsiiVa Maury a recorded 
iai Lit) Less than four roc ft inscriptions, that he hnel sent m issinra r?i?^ 
to the Rashiikas or RashtrikaFb who dwelt in the Dandaka fores t- 
The Dandaksi foresi covered all ike watershed of |Sjm Rli Lilia river; 
aiu r here iL would ieean i wc have I life uiiitfi likfeiy origin nf the Maratfin 
namt:- Proud o£ ? h^ir independence or for some kindred reason,, the 
RathlrikiLS ibiw in later years lo call themselves Matusrastitrikiis and 
their country became known as Maharashtra, 

Jn the ens-uing pages- it will hu the writer's aim m cell the story 
of this country- It lies on the western shore of middle India and La 
in shape a triangle, 1 Its ha** 1 is the sea from Daman to Karivar. 
Tlie perpendicular side is formed by «u Irregular line from beyond 
Nagpur to KtH'wtJr., The area of lids tract is over lOQ-.OOO square 
miles and tip population exceeds thirty millions. The race that 
inhabits ii varies just as Frenchmen of different provinces vary, But 
i! hi v Llistinct characteristic*, which different kit* it from of bet Indian 
races. The people of Maharashtra as a rule lack the regulas features 
r>f the northern Indian. Their tempers, too, are usually less under 
control than rlmst of the dweller* in iht: Gangctjc plain. tdn the 
other hand tbeir courage is a I least ns high n.s that of any other 
Indian people; while their exquisitely keen sen se of humour, the lofty 
intelligence of their i-dia-nted classes, their blunt speech and frank 
hearing rarely fail to win the love and admiration, of tho«e English- 
men whose lot it is to serve among them the Indian Govern meflt- 
Mahaiashtra has three distinct divisions, Of these the seaboard 
below thr Sahvadri mountains is known ss Ihc Konknn ; iho Iran 
occupied by Lh"e Sahyadris is known a* the Mawal ; while the wide 
foiling plains 10 the east ore known h* the Dtsh. Maharashtra 
receives from the monsoon a rainfall thsit uiric* greatly. In many 
parts of the K on Mn 1 00 inches in ti single year are not unusual. In 
the Sahvadris as many a* Ion inches have been retarded. In the fiis^rn 
parts oF the Desh a fall i* 1 2b inches is welcomed with Ihe utmost 
gratitude- The Konkun is, owing to its low level, hotter than the 
other two divisions, it is in park extremely fertile. The Mawal is 
enol and eminently suitable for Europeans: bur esccpt for its rice 
fields, it is of little value lor cultivation. The Dash is barren to ihe 
west, hut grows richer cu Ihe east, where i he deep black soil needs 



■ tUusw3e h a fiiu of the Moratha Pototr, p. 20. 
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onEy rasn to produce crops in abundance. Th*i climate of the Dcsb, 
while hotter than that of the Mawal, i$ still pJeas-ant and salubrious. 

On the death ol Asoka, the Miurja empire founded by hts 
grandfather Chandragunta crumbled away, The last Maury a king 
Unhadattn was assassinated hy PushpiLmltra,. the founder of the 
Uunga line. To the Sung-jts succeeded in turn Railway, Aodhras, 
Gbalukyas, Rashs rakutas, Chalukyss again and VAdtvik These last 
were in 1 1 S 1 -S reduced finally by the- Afghan emperor Mubarak. Then 
began lor the Marat ha people Lbc servitu-de tinkler MusuEman rule, 
that lasted for I lire* hundred years. 

The Delhi dominion, however, did not last long 1 , On itte death 
of Mahomed Tughlak in March *.p. iJJ&i the country sou ill of the 
Vindhya* broke a way from iEu- northern capital ; and a new Mustilman 
empire known as the Bali man i, was founded by an adventurer named 
Ala.ud-din Hasan Ganga. This, powerful kingdom hncam;! affected 
In tame l>y the same centrifugal forces, that detached peninsular India 
from the north. Between S n F ft and the Ha lima ni territory split 

Into five minor .kingdom*, n wisely those of AhmsduRgar, JJijapur, 
Herar, Golcoatla and Bidar. 

[n the meantime n new force had entered: India from the north. 
In C 4U9 the adventurous Baber had witEi only 12,0CMJ men won the 
battle of Fatupat. His grandson Akhar,, a ruler of the highest 
qualities, aspired to reconquer ail Ihose territories, that had a| one 
time or another been apanages of the Delhi crown. He reduced 
in turn (luiarat, Kh:mdesli h Jauupur :ind Bengal, Master hiT northern 
India. lie began to i nodi taro <V conquest of the Deuan. In I&0G 
AkbajrV sun Prince Murad annexed Berar and four years later Akkir 
took_ hy sKirm Ahmadnagar, which its heroic queen" Chand Bibi had 
heroically defended, 

Nevertheless tbc fall of Ahm&dki ngar town did not lead to tEve 
emire subjection of the kingdom. An Abyssinian named Malik 
Altlbar raised to the throne another descendant of Ahmad Miaam 
Shah, the founder of die Ahmadnagar dynasty and conferred on. him 
the title of Murtaaa Nizam Shah li. As AhmEidnagar could no 
longer serve as a capital. Malik Aiuhar made the hcadqu ar ter# of 
his government at Khadki, or the Rooky Town, built by him under 
the shadow of -the great fortress of Dfctdatahail The Emperor 

Aurangiih in after year-a changed th c name of Kbadki to Aurangabad, 
by which appellation it is known to-day. Somewhat earlier , Prioce 
Selim. the «son of Akhar and: Hftcrwards the Emperor jehangir, 
rebelled against his father. When the rebel had been won hack by 
his father's clemency nnd patience. Prince Duniyal, Afchat’s third 
son. to whom hi had entrusted the government of Ah marina gar and 
Khandesh, died Lif in-n-mpcraoce. Tlu^e calamities, broke the health 
of i he great emperor and on October b, 1CCW, Akhar passed away, 
loavtng PriPOe Seism to succeed him. The new em|ieror piOLimed 
ihe throw with lens difficulty than his auecessHirs, Nevertheless his 
eldest son Khtisrti rebelled and had So be defeated before Jehangir 
could fee’ bimscif master of upper India fffiOS)- 

The si* years which had passed he) ween the faJI of Ahmadnagar 
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and ihfl defeat of Khcsru had been most usefully by Ma.fi k 

Am bar, a mao of consummate tnknts and energy, He introduced 
a new revenue system which made his government at once rich and 
popular, as«| although he retained a]] the power in his own hands, 
he yet won the tout and esteem of the young king. in a.n. lfilO lie 
believed himself strong enough to attempt the conquest of the entire 
Ahtnadnaffar state. From IfiKl to I (Mb he was almost Donriiiuottsly 
suoOOsifuL He retook AhRiadnagMr fort and not only recovered a I] 
the Ahmarlnagur kingdom except one or two districts in iJhu extreme 
north bur also retook a targr p?irl of Wernr. 

The loss of territory and Che defeats of his gencrais led the 
emperor to appoint his eldest son Kh;dj Jchan J to conduct the 
campaign against Malik Ambar. Shah Jehnn had already won g lent 
distinction by his reduction oF Udaipur and, now in command nf a 
numerous urmy, he soon inflicted a Series of reverses on Malik Ambar 
and drove him from Ahmadting-ar fort- The victorious course of tlie 
Moghul armies was then checked by a curious intrigue at DeEh? 
(a, o, lGJIj. Nur Jeha.n t the all-powerful L-niprtss, had hitherto been 
a warm friend and supporter of her stepson Shall Jeh^m, But having 
married her dflitghter by lier former husband to Prince Shahriyar, tlic 
emperor’s youngest sob, she transferal her support to her slko- 
jn-Ui w. 1 She induced Jchangir to recall Shah Jehtm from the Deccan 
and u> entrust te> him an expedition against Kandahar^ recently taken 
hy the- Pemtirm- Shah ] e-ban suspected an intrigue and refund to 
l<?av:: the Deccan until some guarantee of the emperor '% good faith 
w?iH given him. Nur Jcban artfully inflamed her husband's rmnd 
against Ihe i nsubcrtl inate prince, whose fiefs were confiscated and 
gi^'cn (o Shahriyar. At the ^ame time, several of Shah Jchaii’s 
friends were exccjierf as his fellow comparators. Shah Jchan had 
now no hope save in rebel lion. He wblhrfrei'.- his army front the 
Deccan and marching towards \g: a Fought an indecisive Action with 
the nuyul i coops in central India. Failing to obtain fhe first victor v 
essential to an iniur-gent, Shall Jehan retreated ihrougli Cuatrat into 
KhandesJi, from Khanrtesb (o Bengal aad from Bengal back into the 
Deccan. There he threw himself on the mercy of his old foe Malik 
Am bar. The latter received him with open arms and bade him 
hr siege Burlianpur in Khtttkfesh while MaEik Ambar reduced the 
northern districts of Ahmadnagar. But the new? allies could not 
■nak* head agains; i lie imperial forces led by the emperor in person. 
Shah j abaci implored his father's forgiveness and would no doubt 
have been readmitted to favour bad not the emperor himself been 
rendered powerless by the conspiracy of one of his nobles Mahabftt 
Khan . 1 

The latter was the son of one Ghor Beg and had risen from a 
subaltern’s post to be the first soldier in tire empire. His rise excited 
the jealousy of Nur Jchan. Learning that the emperor was planning 

1 Than knuwn up Prince Kltfttritti. 

1 ElptiinstiniK's Wiflffty. p.. -Ssiit. 

5 Mftrteirs ilf JfJt&BjrfT' EiLiot ftbd DOnsnn, Vn| Vi, p, 3l>, 
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Inis ruin, he skilfulLy seized, by t Hu- aid of « sen all body of Rajputs 
devoted, to bis service, the emperor's person, ii] tin? very midst of his 
army. The anny H which respecter! Mahabat Khan a& a valiaot 
soldier, made no effort Lo save Ihe emperor. He was at last rescued 
by the skill And courage of Nur Jchao. Gathering round her a toyai 
contingent, pEte, during a review, attacked and cut to pieces Mahahat 
Khan"* RajputS- She then released the empenoe and restored his 
authority, Mahahai Khan lied to join bluih jehau. The latter's 
fortunes were at their lowest ebb. He had quarrelled with Malik 
Amhar in order to win back his, fathfcr’s favour; but ho was uitah'e 
to join jehrangir because of Mahabat Khan A conspiracy. He was. 
contemplating a flight l« Persia when M^hRbal Khan with hl$ 
F^Htajrtingf adherents reached his camp. Their coming did not at 
first much advance the prince's fortunes, Hut in the following y«;ir 
jhe death of his father from Asthma enabled him to use MdEiabat 
Khan's contingent and establish, hunacll firmly on the Delhi 
throne. 

In ItiStf Malik Am bar had died, leaving to bis son hatch Khun 
the regency of Murtaza KiKa.ni Shah A kingdom. I he Latter,, owing 
to the troubles of jehangir’s rvign, effected a favourable peace with 
tha Moghul general, Khan JeHan Lodi- L Bin Fateh Khan’s power was 
SOOb overthrown by the prince for whom Malik Amhar Etad created 
■ r i kingdom. Murtazn Nizam Shah H had reached manhood and 
resented the authority of one whose abilities were of tine commonest 
order. With ihe aid of an officer called Tukarrib Khan he ended the 
regency and imprisoned FaLeh Khan. Hut the prince's nbililies were 
even feebler than those of tin- Fatten regent mid lie was soon involved 
in troubles, which lasted until Elis death. Khan Jchan Lodi, ;Eir 
.Moghul comm antler with wlium Fateh Khan had made peace, was a 
personal foe of Shah Jehan, Shortly after the Latter's accession 
Is.n. ESiftf;- he openly rebelled, mid after evading the royal pursuit 
made his way to DuulotAbsud. MurtrtzU Nizam Shah lo an evil 
mOm*;iii made the fugitive's cause his own and dm- brought on 
himself another Moghul War, Shah Jeh&n took the field in person, 
defeated Murteza Nizam Shah's army in ln>nt of Daul-utsbad , and 
driving Khan Jchan l^ods out of the Deccan, defeated and slew hjm 
hi central India (16301, Tie death of Khan jeh-an Lodi did not end 
the troubles of Ahmsditiigar. Tie Moghuls conrinucd their efforts 
againsl Murtnza Niziim Shjih and lEse: horrors of war were doubled 
by the accident oE a famine. At last Murtaz Nixam Shah in despair 
turned to his former regent Fateh Khan, and releasing him from 
prison pljtcad him once more 1st authority. This act com pie led the 
king's ruin- Fateh Khan on rcassuming power threw his master 
into prison- lie then put hint tn death, and placing Murtazn Niz*m 
Shah’s infant son Hussein 3 on the throng, declared himself to be once 
more regent on the child's behalf ( 163-1 j - 



1 T Lie- Musul iss-j historians charge Klmn Jctian Lodi with ::iavdai( accepted 
m tiriti*. But die eoadliLou of the empire justified. th= treaty. 

! Bn&Jifik .Varna, El Licit and Lomson, Vol, Vlf, p. 37. 
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